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DEMAND
“It’s all got to change.
MORE!
If we come out of this
crisis with all the rickety,
fly-blown, worm-eaten
old structures still
intact, the same vain
and indolent public
schoolboys in charge,
the same hedge fund
managers stuffing their
overloaded pockets
with greasy fingers, our
descendants will not
forgive us. Nor should
they. We must burn out
the old corruption and
establish a better way of
living together.”

The other day I was talking
to a union rep who works in
a call centre. Asking her how
her members were getting on,
she told me that a lot of them
were reassessing their lives
in the light of the Covid-19
crisis. “They’ve all been
looking at the careers support
tools – cos, let’s face it, no
matter how lucky management
try to tell us we are, working
in a call centre is a shit job –
and a lot of them don’t want to
go back to that!”. From what
I hear they are not the only
ones.
Because that’s what the likes
of Boris Johnson and Keir
Starmer have in mind for us
when they talk about getting
back to normal – us going
back to the shit jobs which are
little better than a living death.
Shut in with managers who
think you are nothing better
than a profit-making machine,
working to time, working to
script, timed coffee breaks,
timed piss breaks, forced
to cut customers off if they
talk for too long. No wonder
people are reassessing their
lives! So should we all!

-PhilIp PulLman

Wyle-E-Coyote has looked
down. Your economic model
is a delusion. It is now widely
accepted that the Covid-19
crisis is highlighting to people
what jobs are important and
what jobs aren’t – but what are
we going to do about it?! Are
we going allow the bankers
and parasites to swan back
into their privileged positions
when this is all over? They are
already plotting to do just this
– aided by Johnson, Sunak,
Starmer and Khan. But not
this time! Because them
reasserting their privilege
means they put their boot on
the neck of the care worker,
the nurse, the delivery worker.
You can’t clap on a Thursday
then allow them to be treated
like shit the rest of the time. It
has to change – and it has to
change for all of us.
cont. page 2...
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All those jobs, bean-counting
for bureaucrats and bankers,
selling shit for people who
couldn’t care less if we live
or die. THEY ARE ALL
A
POINTLESS
WASTE
OF OUR LIVES! All that
commuting, just because the
bosses chose to “rationalise”
– closing all their local offices
to open mega-offices across
town; adding 2-3 hours to the
working day, costing a fortune
in travel. The workers don’t
want it. The customers don’t
want it. And coronavirus has
shown how ill-conceived
such an endless commute is.
We cram onto trains to make
useless journeys to work in
useless jobs. We build more
roads and railways, destroying
our homes and our countryside
for meaningless commutes
to meaningless jobs. It’s a
vicious circle of pointlessness
and despair. Now we’ve been
forced to stop and take stock
do we really want to get on
this merry-go-round of death
once more?
Our lives are work or starve.
In these days of zero-hours
contracts and the food bank,
it is work AND starve! It is no
better than slavery. No homes,
no savings, no pensions. No
hope. Yet it is the billionaires
pleading poverty from their
island paradise, lining up for
state handouts. We can do the
sums. We know they’re taking
the piss. How much longer
will we let them get away with
it?
Meanwhile,
in
our
communities, mutual aid
networks are showing us
another way. They are
showing us what better things
we could do with our lives.
Looking after the vulnerable,
feeding
our
neighbours,
building our communities and
making them beautiful. The
resources we have are shown
to be nothing to do with the
billionaires, nothing to do
with the people who claim to
own the land or the factories –

and everything to do with the
people who work to transform
those resources. Our shit jobs
offer meagre wages which
the bastards keep slicing ever
thinner. Even if we are lucky
enough to scrape together a
few quid in savings, we know
that the rich will find a way
to rip them out of our hands
before we can pass them to
our kids. A few years ago the
banking crisis stole the life
savings of many working class
pensioners. Sunak is already
touting more austerity to do it
all over again. It’s a con trick.
Money is not neutral, it works
in the interests of the rich.
We understand this. Money
goes to money – we say it
often enough. The rich use
their wealth to cement their
position at the top. They use
money to institutionalise the
class divide. The whole system
is geared to keep us down.
While our meagre wages; our
couple of quid in savings,
are meaningless. They are a
symbol of the insecurity of
the capitalist world rather
than a buffer from it. We need
to change.
In a couple of weeks Boris
Johnson will be busy hijacking
the VE Day celebrations. The
defeat of fascism in Europe is
something worth celebrating.
But when the troops came
home they didn’t all tug
their forelocks and get back
to normal. They demanded
more. And so should we.

Letter to
the editor...
Dear Sir or Madam
Excellent as usual comrade!
Glad to see Marx and Lenin
cited in the bulletin. Incredibly
Lenin actually mentioned our
John MacLean in his arguments
around the April Theses.
I was on a zoom with the
Green Anti- Capitalist Front
in Glasgow last night. There
on the radio right now is more

The government is getting
us ready for the end of the
lockdown.
Considering
they’ve screwed up every
aspect of their virus response,
we can expect this to be full
of bad decisions which cost
us more grief and much
more risk. There is a split
at the heart of government
between the hawks and the
doves, according to the recent
newspaper reports. The hawks
wish to break the lockdown
as soon as possible in the
interests of the economy.
The doves seek to ensure that
nothing puts the NHS at risk of
being swamped with Covid-19
cases.
The hawks are winning. The
Tories believe that Michael
Gove is one of their cleverest
politicians. The fact that he
couldn’t think himself out of
a paper bag doesn’t seem to
matter. It is Gove who has
become a cheerleader for
ending the lockdown behind
the scenes according to reports.
He is quoted as saying “we
need to run this hot”, meaning
strategically opening sections
of the economy. Which guinea
pigs are they going to run this
hot with then? Oh, it’s us.
They don’t even have a vaccine,
they aren’t even testing people
in a widespread way or tracing
those that have had the virus,
they don’t have enough
protective equipment for
people in the NHS and social
care.We should also stress
that they have put working
class people in the firing
line without the equipment
they need for weeks. The
government reacted to the
virus late, with the hapless
prime minister shaking hands
news of six old folks dying in
an Aberdeen car home. As I
said to the online meeting, this
is an emergency...and nothing
is happening! Near us is
another care home at Pitkerro...
residents and staff are infected
and some have died. We need
a Cuban Medical Team right
now because this council and
these governments are doing
nothing. A quarter of all deaths
are in care homes. Barbarism!’
Yours Truly
A Loyal Reader

of hospital workers and then
talking like a fool about herd
immunity, despite there being
no evidence that getting the
virus means you are immune
in the future to it. Two areas
mentioned for an easing of
lockdown restrictions are
schools and garden centres.
The logic for this is ludicrous
and based not on science but
on ideology. Garden centres
are reaching their normal
peak business period. So it is
an economic decision not a
scientific one that is guiding
them. They will argue that
if people carry out social
distancing then there will
be limited risk. Considering
people are having trouble with
this in supermarkets it’s hard
to imagine garden centres
being any different. Opening
them increases the risk and the
death toll will go up. Schools
reopening will enable to
spread to reach far and wide.
The idea that children are at
less risk is correct but they will
be going home after school
and therefore risk passing
the virus to family, including
grandparents. The decisions
to reopen these sections from
lockdown will be a risk to the
majority. We always knew they
cared more about business
than about us. The Chancellor,
Rishi Sunak is not a socialist.
Everything he’s done so far
has been designed to prop up
the economy and he knows
that if the lockdown continues
that is going to be harder. Him
and others in government are
weighing up which is worse:
the
economy
collapsing
or citizens dying. They’ve
decided that the economy
matters more.
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